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Abstract

Since the banking industry is one of the most significant contributors to an economy
and the covid-19 pandemic has had a significant influence on sectors all over the
world. The banking industry in the Gulf area, which encompasses countries such as
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, and Oman in addition to
Qatar, is the key subject of this research. Despite the fact that the covid-19 pandemic
has had a significant effect on the GCC conventional banks, this study only looks at
the profitability of GCC conventional banks from 2018 to 2021. To overcome the
limitation of only focusing on profitability, future studies should consider further
investigating other significant variables that are concerned with the performance of
GCC conventional banks. The methodology employed throughout this research
consists of collecting secondary quantitative data from annual reports, specifically
balance sheets and financial statements, which are then transferred to the SPSS
program and analyzed via descriptive statistical analyses and nonparametric t-tests.
The study investigated the effect of the covid-19 pandemic on profitability
indicators, particularly Return on Assets (ROA), Return on Equity (ROE), and Net
Interest Margin (NIM) of five different banks, which are (Al Ahli Bank, Mashreq
Bank, Al Masraf Bank, Doha Bank, and Ahli United Bank).
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